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On Civil Public Interest Litigation and the Reconfiguration of the
Functions of the People’s Courts

XIE Jing

Abstract: The civil public interest litigation system has met with a lukewarm reception in the

People’s Courts. The root cause is that, unlike administrative public interest litigation, civil public
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interest litigation exhibits prominent characteristics of national governance functions. The
functional conflict faced by the People’s Courts in dispute governance—such as in civil public
interest litigation—stems from the inherent contradiction between the essential attributes of
national governance and those of traditional judicial functions. Nevertheless, it is both necessary
and within the capacity of the People’s Courts to assume national governance functions in the new
era. Through the governance of novel disputes typified by civil public interest litigation, the courts
can resolve conflicts at their source and advance the modernization of national governance
capacity. To better participate in national governance, the People’s Courts should establish
specialized governance teams, deploying more appropriate modalities and expertise to engage in
dispute governance.

Keywords: National Governance Functions; Civil Public Interest Litigation; Diversified

Dispute Resolution; Dispute Governance
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