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A Revisit to the Principle of Proper Connection in International Civil
Jurisdiction: Practical Review and Applicable Adjustment

GUO Zhenyuan

Abstract: The introduction of the principle of proper connection into the international civil
procedure jurisdiction system is conducive to safeguarding China’s sovereignty, security, and
development interests, and protecting the overseas interests of China enterprises and citizens. It

marks a significant step forward in the modernization of China’s international civil litigation
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system. The legislative purpose of the principle of proper connection is to expand China’s
foreign-related civil jurisdiction. However, as a catch-all provisions, it is the consensus of
legislators and academia that its application should be based on the basic principle of modesty and
restraint. In practice, because of the lack of clear standards of its application, the application of this
clause in existing cases does not reflect the modest requirement, and there is the possibility of
abuse. Therefore, the application standards of the principle of proper connection should be further
clarified through judicial interpretation. Firstly, China should clarify it is a bottom clause, and
adopt a hierarchical reporting mechanism under which the Supreme People’s Court determines its
applicability in individual cases; secondly, objective jurisdiction connection factors can be set up as
the basis for judging the exercise of jurisdiction; thirdly, the requirements for the extent to which
disputes involve China interests should be increased; finally, it should reserve the possibility of
protecting domestic plaintiffs’ litigation rights under special circumstances.

Keywords: International Civil Jurisdiction; Principle of Proper Connection; Excessive

Jurisdiction; Applicable Adjustment
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