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Protection of Personal Information Based on
Associational Relationships

CHEN Chun

Abstract: The sharing of information does not harm the information itself, so the reason for
protecting personal information lies not in the characteristics of the information, but in the
relationship between personal information and personal rights. Existing theories and protection
methods of personal information rights either fail to fully and correctly understand this
associational relationship or ignore it. The associational interests of personal information to
individual rights, including defensive interests and promotive interests, can elevate to the status of
a right, namely the right to personal information. This concept of protecting associational interests
through a rights-based approach can be referred to as the “associational rights concept”. This
concept seeks to expand existing theories in terms of both the essence of interests and protection
methods, clarify the true objective of personal information protection laws, reveal the legal basis
for personal information handlers to protect personal information, and promote the utilization,
centralization, and a positive cycle of information rights for all parties involved. Based on the
associational rights concept, the Personal Information Protection Law should establish a personal
information rights system that balances defensive rights and enhancement rights, incorporate
norms for promotive rights such as usage rights, transfer rights, and integration rights, clarify the
methods for acquiring personal information rights to build a bridge between personal information
rights and personal information processing rights, explain the obligations of personal information
processors in protecting personal information rights by penetrating associative relationship
concept, and pay attention to the alignment of the Personal Information Protection Law with the
Civil Code in its application.

Keywords: Personal Information; Personal Rights; Associational Relationships; Associational

Interests; Associational Right Concept
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