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A New Paradigm of Legal Methodology?
—A Reading of Juristische Methodenlehre by Thomas Méllers

LEI Lei

Abstract: In the two waves of legal methodology research in China, the spreading of
translated works has played a very central role. Compared with the representative translation of the
first wave, Larenz’s Methodenlehre der Rechtswissenschaft, there are differences both in positioning
and content of Mollers’ Juristische Methodenlehre, which may probably become a representative
work of the second wave. In terms of positioning, the Monograph of Méllers is an “encyclopedia”
“practical guide” and “operation manual” of methodology. In terms of content, on the one hand, this
book deals with classic topics such as the concept of legal methodology, the facts of the case, the
sources of law, statutory interpretation, and the development of law, although presenting dominant
opinions at large, there is no lack of its own insights; on the other hand, it highlights the question of
Europe (the introduction of EU law), the question of the times (the use of economic analysis methods)
and the question of ethics (the relevance to value concepts) in methodology. The “transoceanic journey
of legal methods” is necessary for mutual learning of the rule of law and civilization, and it is also an
important input for building an independent legal knowledge system.

Keywords: Mollers; Legal Methodology; Practical Encyclopedia; Classic Topics; The
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