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The Empirical Legal Research Method Based on
Judgement Data

—~An Example from Intentional Purchasing of Defective Products

XIONG Bingwan WANG Junle

Abstract: Taking intentional purchasing of defective products as an example, this article
comments on the empirical legal research method, through analyzing data extracted from
judgments of punitive damages. Empirical legal research is a complete cycle, starting from
normative jurisprudential problems, guided by teleology or consequentialism, deconstructing
questions or concepts with problem orientation, theoretical resource and empirical evidence. It
connects the legal problem with empirical information, and in turn analyzes facts better using
empirical material, with the purpose of resolving relevant legal problems. Judgements are essential
empirical materials. When conducting empirical researches with a large number of judgements,
information can be extracted with precision from the original judgments via technologies like
machine learning. At the same time, it should be noted that judgments are important yet limited
representations of the legal practice activities, and it is necessary to work cautiously when using
judgements for data analysis in empirical research, by assessing the validity of data rigorously and
taking alternatives flexibly. Just like other field of scientific inquiry, empirical legal research does
not offer a conclusive determination of the empirical world. It pursues an interpretation with higher
probability and develops continuously with an open attitude.

Keywords: Empirical Research; Judgments; Information Extraction; Punitive Damages;

Intentional Purchasing of Defective Products
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